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Message Text 


E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: LE, SY, MOPS, PINS, PEPR 
SUBJ: REMARKS OF ASIM QANSUH 

1 . BEGIN SUMMARY. ACCORDING TO LOCAL BA'ATH PARTY LEADER 
ASIM QANSUH, SYRIA WANTS TO GET ITS SOLDIERS OUT OF 
LEBANON. THE SYRIAN ARMY WOULD NOT CONSIDER ADVANCING 
TO THE LITANI AS LONG AS THE ISRAELIS REMAINED IN LEBANON. 
SYRIA WOULD NOT ALLOW ANY MORE IRAQI VOLUNTEERS OR HEAVY 
WEAPONS TO ENTER LEBANON THROUGH SYRIAN CONTROLLED 
TERRITORY. END SUMMARY. 


2. EMBOFF CALLED ON ASIM QANSUH, HEAD OF PRO-SYRIAN 
BA'ATH PARTY IN LEBANON, ON APRIL 4. QANSUH, WHO SEEMED 
QUITE DEPRESSED, HAD RECENTLY RETURNED FROM THREE 
DAYS IN DAMASCUS WHERE HE HAD MET WITH FOREIGN MINISTER 
KHADDAM AND OTHER OFFICIALS. QANSUH OFFERED FOLLOWING 
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REMARKS. 


3. FOREIGN MINISTER KHADDAM HAD SAID THAT SYRIA HAD TO 
FIND SOME WAY TO WITHDRAW ITS ARMY FROM LEBANON 
HONORABLY. ARMY'S PRESENCE RISKED CONFLICT WITH PALESTINIANS 
AND CHRISTIANS, NOT TO MENTION ISRAELIS. PRESIDENT SARKIS 
WAS HOPELESSLY INDECISIVE. THUS SYRIANS HAD TO GET OUT. 
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WHEN ASKED WHEN, HOWEVER, KHADDAM HAD REPLIED ONLY 
"SOONER OR LATER." 

4. KHADDAM HAD ALSO STRESSED THAT SYRIA AT THIS MOMENT 
WISHED TO AVOID WAR WITH ISRAEL. SYRIA WAS GOING TO 
FIGHT, KHADDAM HAD SAID, BUT WOULD CHOOSE TIME AND 
PLACE. 

5 QANSUH CONTINUED THAT SYRIAN ARMY WOULD NOT CONSIDER 
ADVANCING TO NORTH BANK OF LITANI AS LONG AS ISRAELIS 
WERE IN LEBANON: SYRIA COULD NOT BE IN A POSITION OF 
SEEMING TO DO ISRAEL'S POLICE WORK. SYRIAN ARMY WOULD 
BE WILLING TO ADVANCE SOUTH, HOWEVER, IF UNITED NATIONS 
TROOPS WERE IN PLACE ALONG LITANI AND ISRAELIS HAD WITH- 
DRAWN. 

6. THERE WOULD BE NO STABILITY IN LEBANON UNTIL ALL 
MILITIA WERE DISARMED. BOTH KHADDAM AND PRESIDENT ASSAD 
HAD AFFIRMED THAT SARG WAS PREPARED TO ORDER ITS ARMY 

IN LEBANON TO DISARM BOTH PALESTINIAN AND CHRISTIAN 
MILITIA IF: (A) BOTH U.S.A. AND USSR APPROVED; AND 
(B) ISRAELIS PROMISED THAT THEY WOULD NOT TAKE 
ADVANTAGE OF SITUATION TO ATTACK EITHER SYRIA OR 
LEBANON. 

7. QANSUH SAID THAT SYRIA WOULD DEFINITELY NOT ALLOW 
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ANY MORE IRAQI VOLUNTEERS TO ENTER LEBANON, AS DAMASCUS 
DID NOT WANT TO PERMIT THE ESTABLISHMENT OF SIGNIFICANT 
ANTI-SYRIAY FORCE HERE. QANSUH ACCEPTED AS ACCURATE 
REPORT IN LEFTIST AS SAFIR THAT IRAQI VOLUNTEERS WOULD 
LEAVE LEBANON SOON. 

8. QANSUH SAID SYRIA WOULD ALSO ALLOW NO MORE HEAVY 
MILITARY EQUIPMENT TO ENTER LEBANON THROUGH SYRIAN 
CONTROLLED TERRITORY. SYRIA WOULD CONTINUE TO PERMIT 
MODEST SHIPMENTS OF SMALL ARMS AMMUNITION TO THE 
LEBANESE NATIONAL MOVEMENT, BUT NOT TO PALESTINIANS WHO 
HAD ALL THE WEAPONS AND AMMUNITION THEY NEEDED. 

9. QANSUH SAID THAT AL-MURABITUN HAD ONLY 400 TO 500 
ARMED PEOPLE IN BEIRUT AREA. HE ALSO CLAIMED THAT 
THERE WERE ONLY 250 LEBANESE FIGHTERS WITH JOINT FORCES 
IN SOUTH LEBANON. MOST OF THE PEOPLE ADVERTISED AS 
BEING LEBANESE WERE IN FACT PALESTINIANS, AND AL 
MURABITUN WAS NOTHING MORE THAT A FATAH FRONT. 

10. NATIONAL MOVEMENT LEADERS HAD BEEN SPREADING THE 
STORY IN BEIRUT THAT PRIME MINISTER HOSS HAD TOLD THEM 
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THAT THE FRENCH WOULD INCREASE THEIR CONTINGENT IN 
LEBANON TO 8,000 PEOPLE AND TAKE OVER THE TASK OF 
MAINTAINING SECURITY IN THE BEIRUT AREA FROM THE ADF. 

(QANSUH REMARKED THAT SYRIA WOULD WELCOME SUCH A FRENCH 
ROLE. EMBOFF REPLIED THAT THE STORY WAS SIMPLY UNTRUE. 

END COMMENT.) 

11. FINALLY, QANSUH SAID HE HAD RECEIVED NUMEROUS 
REPORTS THAT "EXTERMIST CHRISTIANS AND ISRAELIS" WERE 
PLOTTING TO ASSASSINATE PRO-SYRIAN FIGURES IN LEBANON 
INCLUDING HIMSELF, KAMAL SHATILA AND ZUHAIR MOHSEN. 

QANSUH SAID HE GREATLY FEARED FOR HIS SAFETY. 

12. COMMENT. QANSUH MAY BE EXAGGERATING. NEVERTHELESS, 
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HIS ASSERTION THAT SYRIA’S OVERALL COMMITMENT TO 

LEBANON IS WEAKENING, AT LEAST IN KHADDAM'S VIEW, AND 

HIS SOMEWHAT CONFLICTING STATEMENT THAT BOTH ASSAD 

AND KHADDAM WOULD MOVE TO DISARM MILITIAS SUGGESTS, IF TRUE, 

SOME FUNDAMENTAL REAPPRAISAL BY SYRIA OF ITS ROLE IN 

LEBANON. WOULD APPRECIATE EMBASSY DAMASCUS COMMENTS. 

PARKER 
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